TOWARDS A NEW SOCIETY

down eternally as their serfs and slaves. But
whatever be the truth of the fact in the past, it
is a pity we do not see that things have changed
a good deal and are changing steadily and
profoundly and inexorably. It is not, as it is
so ofteif demanded, that there has been a
change of heart, in the sense that one has
become saintly, self-forgetful, self-sacrificing,
altruistic. We, on our part, have not become
so and it is idle to  expect of others to
be so. What has happened is a physical change,
a change, almost a revolution in the external
conditions of life in the world, in the geo-
graphical and economic conditions, for example.
The geographical revolution is this that all the
nations and peoples of the earth have been
thrown together to intermingle, have been
forced to come into close and inextricable
communion with one another: all barriers of
distance and physical inaccessibility have been
removed   and   practically   eliminated*   The
universe may be expanding, but the earth has
shrunk and has become very small indeed, A
signal example of the kind of blunder that one
could commit in this respect was that of the
British Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain,
who said, not knowing what he said, on the eve
of the present war, that Czecho-Slovakia wa$
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